
Happy Summer Bookish Buddies!
So, It's almost July already... how insane is that? I can't believe how time f lies. I
also can't believe how much I haven't accomplished while my kiddos had day
camp at their new school, but instead of plugging away I set the writing aside

for two weeks (ok, partly because I was stuck) and just read a boatload of
books. Ahh, it's a wonderful life!

Our family isn't really doing any major traveling this summer, but I've got a
bookshelf  of destinations and am sharing a few of my favorites with you below,

as well as announcing the winner of my latest giveaway! Woo-hoo!

Recommended Reads
Whether you toss them in your suitcase on your way to wherever, or you're
planning on sticking close to home, here's a few books set in some gorgeous
places. Enjoy your visit!
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Remember, I said these novels had great destinations, not that they were
beach reads. In fact, some are exactly the opposite, but I'm a Phoenix gal. I like
to be reminded that snow exists and that the steering wheel of my car won't
always singe off  my f ingerprints.

Enjoy my ridiculously oversimplif ied summaries.

The Mountain Between Us by Charles Martin - A survival story amidst a
blizzard in Utah, way better than the movie adaptation.

Five Days in Sky by Carla Laureano - Contemporary romance in Scotland,
dishing out delicious food descriptions. 

Beyond the Tides by Liz Johnson - Contemporary romance on Prince
Edward Island featuring lobster f ishing and enemies-to-magic muscle
cream. (Okay, this is a bit of an inside joke since I know Liz personally. In
our writers group she's nicknamed the Queen of the Kissing Scene. She
writes tension very well but rest assured her novels are always clean
and appropriate!)

The Lady of Galway Manor by Jennifer Deibel - Historical romance set in
Ireland with glorious star-crossed lovers vibes and the famous Claddagh
ring.

The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah - A 1970's family moves to Alaska and
learn about the dark wildness within and without.

NOT PICTURED E-BOOK: Belonging With Her Best Friend by Kristin Canary -
RomCom set in Southern California spotlighting friends to more, plus
musicals. (Check out my Instagram review below)

Upcoming Releases
There are some great books releasing next month, and you usually get a deal if
you pre-order so check these out ASAP and snag yourself  a copy!

T he Extraordinary Deaths of Mrs. Kip by 
Sara Brunsvold - Releases July 5th

I received an advanced copy I just started 
reading, and I already know I'm going to love 
it. It's a multigenerational story with a sassy 
ole' gal and lots of life lessons. This would be 
great to read with a book club/gal pals/
mother-daughter duo etc.

You can buy it here



T he Wonderland T rials by Sara Ella - Releases July 12th

It sounds kind of like Hunger Games meets Alice in Wonderland (in the best
possible way) and with Sara Ella's incredible talent I'm thinking I'm going to
enjoy this novel even better than the original. Expect to follow the white rabbit
into a spectacular story!

You can buy it here

A Quick Writing Update
Last month I said I was following up the completion of a recent f irst draft by
writing a novella, but I changed my mind. I wasn't ready to let go of this book I
just f inished, so instead of taking a break I dove head f irst into the MANY major
revisions (FYI - taking several months off  right in the middle of a manuscript
and then NOT starting over tends to complicate things). 

The great news is that despite my relative lack of work ethic this summer, I am
about a third of the way done. Fingers crossed by my next newsletter I will have
finished and f igured out my next project.
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I think “friends to more” might just be my favorite romance trope, and 

author Kristin Canary does it well in her latest romcom- Belonging with Her 

Best Friend. Beyond the typical, “I’m afraid to risk our friendship” conflict 

that defines these kinds of books, Canary also writes in a stumbling block 

that is big and hard and real, and she handles it beautifully, probably 

because of her years of experience also writing women’s fiction as Lindsay 

Harrel. And I for one love how she infuses these sweet stories with tougher 

issues and life lessons, making me cry, then chasing the tears away with 

more laughter. I definitely recommend this read, especially if you love 

musicals (which I don’t but I didn’t mind the references at all, so don’t let 

that stop you). Can’t wait for book five! What’s your favorite trope?
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Alrighty, friends, I think that's it  for now. As always, feel free to
email me with any writing questions or bookish thoughts. I would
love to hear from you!

In the meantime, happy reading!

Giveaway!
Congratulations to Laura C. for winning a copy of Shadows in the Mind's Eye by
Janyre Tromp (one of my favorite books so far this year).

Be sure to check out my newsletter next month as I'll have another
great giveaway. As always, you'll get an extra entry f or ref erring your
f riends to sign up f or this newsletter - just let me know! 
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